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Saturday & Sunday 

June 9th & 10th, 2018 

SACO/SAEP: Student’s 
Departure for Croatia 
June 19,2018 
Return: July 5,2018 

SACOJuly Picnic 
Sunday, 

July 8 2018 

Corral itos Communit\'/Padres Hall 

All Slavonic Summer Picnic 
(in doors) 

Sunday, August 12,2018 
St, Peter the Apostle Serbian 
Orthodox Church 
Fresno, California 
Contact- Donna Brozan 
l'559'625-9537 

SF Giant’s Bus Trm 
Sunday, August 12,2018 

SACO/SAEP BBQ 
October, 2018 

(date & location to be determined) 

SACO Christmas Dinner 
Saturday, December 8.2018 
WatsomilJe Women’s Club 


The Kalifornski 

Publication of the 

Slavic American Cultural Organization 



President’s Message 

Dear SACO Members: 

It is an honor and a privilege to sen^e as president of the SACO organization for the 
next 2 years. We have accomplished quite a bit since January. Our annual meeting was at- 
tended by many of our members, and lunch was catered by Jolenc Vukasovich. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy the afternoon. 

Our annual SAEP dinner was an elegant setting with a stunning view of the Monte¬ 
rey Peninsula. We were fortunate to host dignitaries from Croatia along with their adminis¬ 
trative staff and also local dignitaries from Monterey, It was an outstanding evening and was 
supported by over 140 people. 

This last month Mr. Grgic, Consul General of Croatia from Los Angeles, spoke to a 
group of us regarding dual citizenship with Croatia and is willing to assist individuals wishing 
to apply. If anyone is interested, please contact myself or John Basor. 

April was busy for Maryann Bulich Schniiter and her committee who cooked for the 
lamb barbeque, I received calls and also spoke to various people wlio attended and eveiy'one 
thoroughly enjoyed rhemsches. Makarula and janjetina are veiy' popular in the spring not just 
for those of us who are of Slavic descent but for all of our members and non-members. 

If anyone would like to make comments or suggestions for upcoming events, please 
feel free to contact me by leaving a message on the phone number listed below, and I will glad¬ 
ly return your call. We welcome members to attend our monthly board meetings the 3^*^. 
Tuesday of each month at DriscolFs in the 300 building on Westridge Drive from 7:00 p.m, 
ro 9:00 p.m. 

Thank you for your continued support to the SACO organization and the SAEP 
committee. 1 look forward to seeing eveiy’one at the July 8*'' picnic. Enjoy the summer with 
your families. 

Respectfully, 

Linda K. Pavlovich 
(831) 722-2481 



SACO GIANTS BUS TRIP 

Sunday, August 12, 2018 
Depart from Watsonville @ 9:30 am 
Ga me Tim e: 1:05 pm , Seats ; Club Level, Section 230 
Cost: $ 160.00 per pcrson-'includes round trip 
:rransporratior.’to AT&T Park, parking fee and game ticket 
There are limited scats on this trip so sign up NOWl 
Make checks pa\Vible to ; Prime Connections’ 
Contact: Kerry Stringari at (S31) 724-3320 for more, in formation 
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Treasurer’s Report— as of April 30,2018 
Prepared by: Susan Radin Gallagher 


Lamb Dinner profits $3,585.68 

Checking Account Balance 

on 4/30/18: $16,820.94 

Scholarship Account 

Balance on 4/30/18: $5,306.00 


BettyLou Jones 

a long time member ; 

Let us remember those that SACO has recently lost but | 
will never be forgotten j 



to those families who continue to 
support our fundraiser dinners by 
donating desserts and prizes. 

They are: 

J & S Alaga, Bobeda, Dugger, Edelmeier, 
Eiskamp, Gallagher, Hager, Hagerty, 
Harris, Hergott, Jurach, Kusanovich 
McKay, Mifsud, Millich, Novakovich, 
Pavlovich, Radich, Schimpeler, 
Schnitter, Severin, Simmons, Solano, 
Spain, Stringari, Vukasovich, VVeigandt, 
and those that got past us. 


Book Review: 

RunninsA±wav To Home 

Jennifer Wilson a mid-western award-winning author with two young children and her architect 
husband take a several month sabbatical to Mrkopalj, Croatia, the land of Jennifer’s ancestors. 

Mrkopalj is a small mountain village that has stood still for the last 100 years. Americans use to 
fast pace living tr>' to adjust to slow and “tomorrow” attitudes. Living among locals in an inadequate 
rented apartment they eventually become part of the community' and the history' of her maternal 
ancestors. 

A family’s journey in search of who they are, where they came from and what really matters. Easy 
read and humorous. 

by Annamarie Pavlovich Dugger 


Recognitions 

Congratulations, Nita Gizdich, 

a long time Friend of Scouting. On Wednesday, March 28, Nita was honored by the Silicon Valley Monterey Bay Council of 
the Boy Scouts of America for her many years of support for scouting programs in the Pajaro Valley. Many guests enjoyed a 
BBQ at Corralitos Community Center/Padres Hall in her honor. 

Sambrailo Packaging Recognized: 

In March the Watsonville based company was feanired in an article about its line called ReadyCycle. by the Plastic Pollution 
Coalition, an environmental organization, whose mission is to lesson plastic pollution worldwide. In 2017 Sambrailo Packag¬ 
ing began ReadyCycle. a line of 100% recyclable packaging for growers and retailers. ReadyCycle is made from corrugated 
cardboard which does not have any labeling, wax or plastic coatings The product is being used locally and throughout the 
Western U.S. and Mexico. The company plans to continue its contact with the Plastic Pollution Coaliton and other organiza- 
tions focusing on environmental pollution. ® 

Note: The Sambrailo Family have been long time SACO members and supporters of the Student Ambassador Exchange 
Program. ° 























SACO’S ANNUAL LAMB DINNER 


April 21,2018 at Moreland Notre Dame’s Gym in Watsonville 



Croatian Cookies 


submitted by Keriy Srringari 


1/2 lb butter (2 sticks) 

1 cup sugar 

2 egg yolks—save egg whites for later 

3 heaping cups of flour 

2 tsp vanilla 

1/4 tsp baking powder 
1/4 tsp baking soda 
Apricot jam 

3 egg whites from above 
1 cup of ground nuts 


All ingredients should be at room temperature. 

Cream butter, sugar &. vanilla together. Add egg yolks &. mix 
well. Then, mix in all dry ingredients until well blended. 
Spread dough into greased 9x13 baking pan. Spread apricot 
jam on the batter and top with the 3 egg whites that have 
been beaten stiff with the ground nuts folded in. 

Bake for 30 minutes in a 350 degree oven. Cut into squares 
or triangles and enjoy! 
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2018 SACO Scholarship Recipients 


SACO 


Meghan Helen Clifton 

St. Francis High School 

Fresno State University 

Parents: Mark and Mary Zlendich Clifton 

Grandparents: Bob and Helen Derpich Zlendich 

Gornje Selo, Island of Solta, Croatia 

Pucisca, Island of Brae, Croatia 

Lindsay Ann Cagnacci 

St. Francis High School 

Arizona State University 

Parents: Anthony and Deanne Dobler Cagnacci 

Grandparents: Ken and Anne Lukrich Dobler 

Great Grandparents: John M. and Mai^y Klobucar 

Lukrich 

Island of Brae, Croatia and Slovenia 

Kirsten Lee Cranford 

St. Francis High School 

University of California, Merced 

Parents: Steve and Beverly Cranford 

Grandparents: Kent and Estelle Baser Morrison and 

Gene Cranford 

Great Grandparents: Steve and Pauline Bokariza Baser 
Dunave and Gruda, Konavle, Croatia 

Nikolas Evan Gera 

Aptos High School 

Cabrillo or Cuesta Junior College 

Parents: Merette Gera and George Gera 

Grandparents: Bozo and Ane Gera 

Gromaca, Croatia 

Jonathan Ryan Halstead 

Aptos High School 

University of San Francisco 

Parents: Gary and Nicky Halstead 

Grandparents: Gary and Barbara Pavicich Halstead 

Great Grandparents: Andy and Rose Pavicich 

Vrban, Island of Hvar, Croatia 

Dalton Sinclair Mekis 

Santa Cruz High School 

University of California, Santa Cruz 

-i^arents: Paul and Julie Mekis and Cindy Mekis 

Grandparents: Andrew and Audrey Mekis 

Great Grandparents: Marko and Kate Korach Mekis 

^oljice and Gruda, Konavle, Croatia 


I 


Marie Ruso 

Aptos High School 

Cabrillo Junior College 

Parents: David and Blossom Ruso 

Grandparents: Antone “Tony ’ and Annamarie 

Konsuo Scurich Ruso 

Great Gransparents: A.L. and Anna Turk Ruso 
Cilipi, Konavle and Oslje, Croatia 
Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Ava Totah 
Aptos High School 

Loyola Mary mount University, Los Angeles 
Parents: Kj'isten Dugger Totah and Eric Totah 
Grandparents: Lon and Annamarie Pavlovich 
Dugger 

Great Grandparents: Joseph and Lucille Papac 

Pavlovich 

Ston, Croatia 

Cieila Marie Zivanovich 

St. Francis High School 

Chico State University 

Parents: John Zivanovich and Karen Remde 

Grandparents: Ivo and Luci Zivanovich 

Ljuta and Lovorno, Konavle, Croatia 

Marea Rose Zlatunich 

Aptos High School 

University of California, Berkeley 

Parents: Richard Zlatunich and Julie Malcolm 

Grandparents: Richard and Rosaleen Zlatunich 

Great Grandparents: Stephen and Eugenia 

Zlatunich 

Dubrovnik,Croatia 


exmoA/ati/! 

GRADUATE 
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Travels with Luci & Niki 


Page 5 


Page 5 


us IS continued travel series written by Luci Basor, a Watsonville native, who 
enjoy^raveUng with a good friend and fellow Watsonville native and SACO member, Ni- 
o e INiki oimmons, Luci is a local educator and Niki works for Superior Foods, Tl\ey 
ot 1 ove to travel around the world in their spare time. They hope you enjoy reading stories 

of their adventures around the globe. 


/y/. 


. r ■ h " : :r - 



/As 

Niki &. Luci 




Jf v vivi As you all know, Niki and I LOVE to travel! We are always on 

—the go, planning some adventure, visiting some new country 
n and trying some differe 




different food. Last year, we decided to plan 
one of our most adventurous trips to date: Peru. The goal of 
the trip was to hike Machu Picchu, which was highly recom¬ 
mended by my cousin, and now we highly recommend it too! 
Because the majority of our 7 days would be spent hiking the 
Inca Trail (4 days and 3 nights), we had to pack very carefully 
knowing we’d be canying with us everything we decided to 
bring. Nevertheless, we were mere than excited for this very different, yet inci'edible adventure! 












Niki, two other friends, and I embarked on our journey at the end of 
March (Spring Break for us teachers), and landed in Lima where we 
spent 2 days exploring the city. There, we stayed in Miraflores, a veiy 
vibrant coastal city. From there, we were also able to explore Lima 
District, the more central, historic part of Lima. After departing Lima, 
we were on our way to Cusco, Peru. The altitude was one of my big¬ 
gest concerns, knowing that our hike would reach up to 4200 meters, c 
but thankfully none of us had any major symptoms of altitude sick- ' 

ness. Cusco is situated in the Andes Mountains, about 3,400 meters 
above sea level. It is an absolute beautiful city filled with both Spanish and Inca history. Cathedrals, food 
vendors, llamas, women in very simple Cusco-style dresses, line the streets of this city full of culture. 

i 

y Our journey to Machu Picchu started in Cusco, driving about two hours 
^ to a town called Ollantaytambo, then to KM 82 where we met our porters 

_ rl^9i^t:j3L. w iCik (local farmers who carried the camping equipment), and got our gear 

ready. The next 4 days would be filled with 26 miles/45 kilometers of 
hills, nearly 9,000 stairs, and breathtaking jungle and forest views. We 
had camps set up at different locations every lunch as a break, and then 
dinner for overnight rest. In addition to my friends and I, we had the joy of 
experiencing the trek with others from Belgium, Norway, and Detroit. 
While walking, we passed many local villagers, Inca sites, llamas, or¬ 
chids, but we also heard stories and history of these incredible mountains from our amazing guides. 
Reaching Machu Picchu was an incredible feeling of pride and accomplishment. It was such an amazing 
experience, one that is honestly hard to put into words. Until next time! 

Zivjeli!:) 




















Thank you 
for your 
attendance 
and support 
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limguiage Language Corner 

by: John Baser 

Teacher, Aptos/Santa Cruz/Watsonville Adult Education 
Unlike English, Croatian has no silent letters. Almost every letter 
is pronounced as it is toriuen, i.e. one prapheme = one phoneme. 
Each vowel can be either short or long. 

More about dinning out: 



gia^ok 

cBbbngc 

kupus 

musbroums 

gflivc 

onion 

luk 

gariic 

<c$njak 

lomalo 

rajCica 

cucumber 

krastavnc 

<grecn> salad 

(rclenaj 

PnsUn 

Cicsteninn 

rice 


cako 


fruti salad 

jjr. 

ICO ernam 

siatfekr,:! 

vanilla... 


cbocolate... 


VVr^ai wouk) you like to 



i drink? 

I 


SACO - SAEP 1st Annual 
Fundraising Dinner on February 24, 2018 
at the Monterey Marriott 


Slavic American 

Organization 
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SACO ~ SAEP UPDATE 

By Eric Del Piero 

On February 24, 2018, the SACO Student Ambassador and Exchange Program held its’ annual fundraising dinner. 
In the words of Clyde Roberson, the Honorable Mayor of Monterey, *‘This is the best party Tve been to in a long time!”. Our 
honored guests included the Mayor of Dubrovnik, the President of the Dubrovnik City Council, Croatia’s Consul General 
and Congressman, Jimmy Panetta. Additionally, members of the Santa Cruz and Monterey County Board of Supervisors, 
and members of the City Councils from Watsonville, Salinas and Monterey were also in attendance. The Ferrante Room, at 
the top of the Monterey Marriott, awarded the attendees with memorable vistas across the entire Monterey Bay. And, as 
night fell, the views were replaced with a “string of pearls’, the lights surrounding the water’s edge from Monterey to Santa 
Cruz. The evening was magical! The event was by any measure a spectacular success. 

Our first seven “student ambassadors” were introduced. All SACO members should be proud of the academic excel¬ 
lence and maturity these students exhibit. Your SACO SAEP committee wishes to extend our sincere thanks to all the 
sponsors of our wonderful event. The sponsors’ kindness and generosity assure that our students will have an educational 
exchange experience in Croatia like no other. Special thanks to David and Maiyann Bulich Schnitter, The Pavlovich 
Family as Platinum Sponsors and Gold Star GMC and Jim Jeffries as a Gold Sponsor, for their remarkable financial 
support. Additionally, Sambrailo Packaging, Scurich Berry Farms and Scurich Insurance Services, Mary and Michael 
Copriviza and Ow Family Properties provided Silver Sponsorships. Our Srenze Sponsors included Stephanie Bulich, 
Lakeside Organic Gardens, LLC and the Rocky and Judy Franich Fund at Cominunity Foundation of Santa Cruz. 

The next time we see our student ambassadors, they will be attending our summer BBQ in Corralitos. They will be 
able to tell us about their experie?ices in Croatia and Montenegro. They have been busy attending orientation meetings to 
prepare for their trip and they are very grateful for the support they ai'e receiving from your SACO SAEP donations. 
SACO’s legacy will be assured for decades thanks to the foresight of our leadership and the great program it has created. 



The Student Ambassadors will be arriving to Croatia on June 20**'. visiting Zagreb, Plitvice, Split, Island of Hvar, Dubrov- 

SACO/SAEP 2018 Student Ambassadors with Croatian Dignitaries 

{L to R)i Marko Zaninovich, Sinisa Grgic (Counsul General, Croatia), Mato Frankovic (Mayor of Dubrovnik), Mary Whitney, 

Victoria Whitney, Katehm Bettencourt, Katherine Hodges, Emily Garcia, Hunter Bobeda and Marko Potrebica (President of 
Dubrovnik City Council). 

nik Montenegro and Cavtat. They wUl be touring many historical cities, palaces, cathedrals, monasteries, lakes and gov¬ 
ernment buildings. The city of Dubrovnik will be hosting the students and chaperones for special events in the Dubrovnik/ 
Cavtat area Time wUl also be spent seeing their ancestral town or village and meet family members. They will return on 
July 5^'’ with exciting and wonderful stories to share with their family and friends. This will be a trip of a lifetime. 















Slavic American Cultural 
Organization 
P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville, CA 95077 

All contributions are tax ^ Non-Profit, non-Religious & 

deductible with the meaning of Non-Politico I Orfioni^otion 

Section 501 (c)(3) of the Esiobh^hcd in 1979 

Internal Revenue Code 
Federal Tax I,D.#94-2885274 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS 

members and the public are welcome! 

The SACO Board of Directors currently meets the 3rd Tuesday 
of every month at the Driscoll’s Inc, office 
located on Westridge Drive, Building #300, 
Watsonville, CA from 7:00-9:00 PM, 

We hope to see you there! 



Tlie Sla\ic American Cultural Organization is a non-profit corporation 
established in Watsonville in 1979 to bring together the Slavic community 
of the former Republics of Yugoslavia which are Bosnia-Herzego\ana, 
Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia for social and 
recreational purposes and to instill in the membership a pride in the 
cultural heritage, traditions and contributions of the Sla\ic Americans in 
Santa Cruz County'. A large percentage of the local current and active 
members have a Croatian heritage. 


SACO Board of Directors 

2018 tSi. 2019 
President: Linda Pavlovich 
lmd(3./?avlov(ch@dW5col[s,com, f83 1)595-5898 
Vice-President: Betty Bobeda 
boheda@sbcglobainei 
Secret/irv: K erry Stringari 
gigo@ba;y mooti. com 
Treasurer: Susan Rad in Gallagher 
5u^nl/ti@(2ol,com 

Financial Secretary . Jolene Vukasovich 
cabalcei 7 @aoI.com 

Publicin^ Director & Webmaster: 

Luci Basor 
lhasorl 9@yahoo.com 

Parliamentarian: Stephanie Bulich 
b»lich@sbcg!obal.nef 

* «- A- * « * 

Members at Larse: 

Marc Del Piero hidy Hager 
Russell Jc/jfnes Steve Millic/i 
Lauren Resetar VucmicK 

A A A A A A A 

Kalifornski Editor: 

GcriAnne Solano Simmons 
[omandgerumne@aol,com; (83l)724'1967 


Search for us on 
Facebook 
at: 

Slavic American 
Cultural 
Organization 



SACO’S (formerly YACO’s) HISTORY 





YACO 

/0//f 

J979-J9S9 


1986 

YACO rctunicrt lu pufJuCKfi Imldinf; fbcin its Aiit'iL June, und 
SrpU-mlwr. U <kdd(.d bj" Iho VACO lucinUetsmii not t’J 
n-.nrj: larcc paru'es, jA Ucnntdy (.‘ont^r, <vwl t.hnl in the folort, all Pf 6uv 
jistluck'' and diuntri would li^bi'lJ cl iho VFW lI'ilK 

Ftbnnn:.- ono of ciwr r.,o?L pupnlat jmntinl diniK-ws. Kupua and 

Kobanica. 

Tin: 'Tull' {licnsr was a t ucccfS t-.a «;aol. 

riy now, our chricl jp-oup. JIAKMONMA. h'.d fTfCA-.',-. v'TT l.-rgc nnd 
hnd ficauir tl murkinu:- ic nccoirimny me rinfiorr'. 'fbey were 
IK'rfonuSng fr'?fiur.ritV hcforv> thurvli. corm<:i!'iUy, civic gioupE, not 
only in Wii!5>.'nviHv. but^U fAcr UiccosjOty isud in jopn> parts^'f tbc Bay 
Area. Tho VACO Em-cufclvo Board wa-j concanied about Vmbaily 
insaronce bceawst of the nunaber of pcrToisutncee by 

IIABMOKIJA and Ihc fact that there were home non-YACO manibcre 
cin{;ing in the gi'oup. U wesniaicably eugsesleal UialW. miglitbe^Uc-r 
if HABMONOA incorporate on its own to eBcviato pstentid proSleins 

for WCO-This was doneandHARMONIJAincerporatedIn April, WM. 

Thera were no hard feelings^ and tticre still exists a warm feeling 
between HABMONIJA and YACO. Shico the separation, HARMONUA 
has sung for many YACO gatherings and will do so In the future. 

A deli^tfiil family Christmas party ended the YACO year. 



























